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PRESI DENTI AL ADDRESS

You all know the reason for having two Pills on the trot. The new lottery
application pack has arrived and is being processed. There is additional
detail to be covered. If the information now avail able had been given to
us we mght well have been accepted first tine. We will reapply as soon
as we can put everything required together. The revised plan is shown
attached. Qur architect has conplied with Sports Council requirenents.
Your comments are nost wel come.

As we approach the season your Finance conmittee are considering how we
are going to pay for two full tine executives. W have set targets to
I ncrease our incone:

1. Increase letting of pitches and cl ubhouse.
2. Increase gate noney. W are sorry but we have to cover
our sel ves.
3. Reintroduce the Christnas Draw. This used to be an inportant
feature and nust be again. Please contribute prizes if you can
4. Al match fees nust be fully covered.
5. We need a major inprovenent in bar profits. Please encourage
your friends to stay.
We hope for several rounds in the Pilkington.
We must have again an active Social Committee.
We nust have sponsors for matches. Al your ideas and help wll
be nost wel cone, so do |let us have them

N

Peter Cook is making inprovenents in the clubhouse and is of course
responsi bl e for fund raising. Please support him

Qur thanks to Robert Tayl or and Julian Brigstock for giving us regular
managenent accounts that are so essential for financial discipline.

Hugh McHardy is whi pping up i mense enthusiasmin training. A nunber of
new t al ented pl ayers have joined. W wi sh thema warm wel conme. To Jeff
Al exander and the |Ist XV squad our very best w shes for a highly
successful season.

You will see the Non-Players lunch is on the 30 Novenber. It is not
entirely satisfactory as the England v New Zeal and Barbarians is that
day, but it is the best of the alternatives and we thank the Met. Police
for agreeing change of venue.

My particular thanks to those who continue to put cash behind the scenes.
We coul d not do w thout you.

We live in historic tinmes in rugby football. May things get better at the
top level and all of you at whatever |evel have an enjoyabl e season.
I AN BRACKENBURY.



SEVENTY- THREE YEARS AGO
(A further extract from Ted Issac's history of the C ub)

The highlight of the 1926/27 season was probably the return visit Esher
paid to Le Havre which this tinme denonstrated what happens when nenbers
of a beer-swilling club visit a w ne-1loving one.

During sone extrenely high spirited horseplay the Gendarnerie arrived and
a val ued nenber of the Esher XV spent the rest of the night rather
unconfortable as a guest of the Republic. Fortunately, he was rel eased
about hal f-an-hour before the kick-off and was probably the | east unfit
man on the side, the remai nder having seen the night through with [ittle
t hought of the match to foll ow

It was in this season that the club comenced breaking away fromits
hitherto London-area and Sout hern-based fixtures with home and away
mat ches agai nst Wbl ver hanpt on

Saracens appeared on our list for the first time to remain one of the
nost popul ar fixtures right up to the War, always being a good hard
fought ganme with very few points in it and foll owed by both sides
enjoyi ng the perfect Rugby eveni ng, which needs no enl argi ng upon.

In those days all ladies had to be out of the clubhouse by 6.30pm ' Good
Ni ght Ladi es' being sung as a rem nder to those who appeared to be
overlooking this unwitten rule. This does not sound very chivalrous
after many had worked hard on various duties including, teas, but

Sat urday Rugby evenings were accepted by both sexes as being entirely

st ag.
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' ESHER S BEST EVER SEASON
Refl ection on the Fifties Part |1

Esher began the Fifties with a steadily grow ng nenbershi p, both playing
and non-playing, six pitches and eight regular sides. By the end of the
decade there were el even sides and the |st XV fixture list had been
transforned. In 1950/51 we played:

A d Askeans, West Herts., Sidcup, Osterley, Portsnouth, Guildford,

R E ME., Barclays Bank, Wrthing, Ealing, Streatham civil service, Bank
of Engl and, Beckenham Westconbe Park, Bec. old Boys, HA C, Add
Emanuel, A d Tiffinians, Od Dunstonians, Mdland Bank, Sutton, K C S

A d Boys, Bournenouth, Brighton, Brynanmrman, Pontyberm Munbles, Trojans,
Wodf ord.

In 1959/ 60 our opponents had becone:

Fal mout h, Redruth, Exeter, Westm nster Hospital, London Hospital, St
Mary's Hospital, old Cranleighans, U S. Chatham difton, OX. G eyhounds,
C.U LX Cub, Streatham St Bart's, Birm ngham Lydney, Stroud, M ddl esex
Hospital, Nuneaton, St. Thomas' Hospital, Plynmouth Al bion, Sutton,
CGosforth, Sheffield, Bristol, Al dershot Services, old Askeans, Wodford,
Torquay Athletic, old Rustlishians, Aberdeen University, Hartl epool
Rovers, oxford, Guildford & Godal m ng.



During this period the Ist XV s captains had been as foll ows:

Season Capt ai n
1950/51 J A Harrison
1951/52 J A Harrison

| M Brackenbury
1952/ 53 1 M Brackenbury
1953/54 1 M Brackenbury
1954/55 1 M Brackenbury
1955/56 1 M Brackenbury
1956/57 J WRuntz
1957/58 P J GCsborn
1958/ 59 K H H Jones
1959/60 K H H Jones

to be continued.
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THE GAVE' S NEW ERA

W seemto have said nmuch the sane thing for the past couple of seasons,
but this is a tine for grasping the nettle, as the whole ganme of rugby
union works itself into a fever over its future direction.

The cl ubs that have been successful in this new era are those which
coldly, clinically but positively, enbrace the new world, and perhaps,
wi t hout making to nmuch of a song and dance, and w t hout too many
fanfares, set out a long termplan for continued prosperity.

To that end, the club appointed, not only Peter Cook in a business
capacity, but Hugh McHardy as our first ever paid director of rugby.

Hugh' s background covers al nost every club which has ever fielded a side
since Wllians Webb Ellis first picked up a ball and ran with it. His
nost successful years were at Rosslyn Park, when, as coach, he took them
into the top half of the First Division when | eague rugby was in its
enbryoni ¢ stages. Hugh knows not hing other than to give the proverbi al
100 per cent, and his enthusiasm know edge of the gane, and

organi sational abilities should stand the club in good stead over a |ong
period. He has al ready encouraged several new players to join the club
and believes firmy that the gane is not about material reward - although
it is absolutely inperative that the players are well |ooked after - but
primarily about enjoynment. Wth Hugh around, there should be no shortage
of that, although all players need to be aware that an increased |evel of
commitment is required if comrensurate benefits are to follow. It is

i ndi cative of the changing face of the game that our outstanding player
in recent years, Dom nic Chapman, has been offered a rugby schol arship by
Har | equi ns, and he | eaves with our best w shes. Dom nic has been part of
the club for 15 years frommni rugby, and his success is a further

st at ement about the inportance of well-organi sed and structured mni and

junior sections .... sonething which Hugh al so wi shes to becone invol ved
in, together with other new coaches he is bringing to the club. As far as
,our hopes and aspirations on the field are concerned .... the nain

target has to be pronotion to National League Four. Last season was a
gol den opportunity to establish ourselves anong the upper echel on gane,
and we failed to grasp it. Wile success in the Surrey Cup was a wel cone
bonus, giving us a potentially lucrative run in the Pilkington Cup, the
fact remains that |eague position dictates reputation and comerci al

val ue. Wth sponsorship such a key area in the gane these days, no-one

i nvol ved at Esher shoul d be under any illusions about how vital success
at First XV level is. Now, as they say, is the hour.

While the top sides in the club tend to attract nost attention, we are
none the |l ess aware that with up to 10 sides in operation nost weekends,
the strength in depth is imense, and the majority of regular players are

still involved purely for fun. Long may that remain so. It is sonetines a
| ogi stical nightmare to organise a club of such size but the gane of
Rugby Football nust remain a gane for all, and to deny anyone a match on

t he grounds of expedi ency would be a m stake. The ideal scenario, sone
way done the road, is to have a sufficiently successful First XV that
pays for itself, and an extended club, fromcolts to veterans. It will be
along road to travel, and it's a journey which starts on August 31st.

Jl



CONTRI BUTORS ACTI VE AND PASSI VE

Grateful thanks to all who contributed to the Pill in the three issues of
1995/ 96 Season - fan Brackenbury, Dick Ral ph, John Inverdale, Tony Till,
D ck Saunders, Trevor King, TimBale, Charles Harvey, Guy MIIls, Bob
Stratton, Tom Ednonds and Peter Cook.

This list could, indeed should, have been | onger. Several aspects of the
Club's activities are not covered. If your particular interest has not
been nmentioned it is not due to lack of invitation to submt copy. Please
bear in mnd the Pill is for all nenbers and all teans.

Pl ease note that the RFU s |isted ganmes in the fixture card on page 27 is
headed Provisional, as at the tinme of going to press there was

consi derabl e uncertainty surrounding all this season's five nations ganes
at all Ievels.
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NEW SEASON' S RESOLUTI ONS

New Year's Day... through a fuzzy head one peers gingerly into one's
nmenori es of the previous magi cal evening. Bravado, determ nation and zeal
have all dim nished. The shift in our resolve has simlarities to David
Mellor's position on famly matters and norals before and after being
captures by the News of the Wrld photographer in the "away" Chel sea
strip. The change in enthusiasmand determination is simlar to one's
buying a ticket at the booth and being on the platformof the bungy junp
above Victoria Falls.

It is not abnornmal, at the end of the rugby season, during an al coholic
mal e bondi ng end of season bash that resolutions are nade for the next
season--train harder, turn up every evening, don't go out on a Friday,
new pl ayers, new committees, etc..,etc. Next season will be different.
Oten, as in our New Year ideas, resolutions are quickly conprom sed,
ent husi asm wanes -objectives forgotten.

As a relatively new nenber (4th year) | may not yet be ingrai ned enough
to see the "real problens"” and it is fromthis fortunate position that
can give ny observations.

Esher Rugby Football Cub is:

* One of the nost welcomng and friendly clubs in the rugby
wor | d.
The playing and training areas are anongst the best in the UK
our |l ocation and catchnment area is superb for London, Surrey,
Sussex and Hanpshire.

* As a nenbership we are anbitious.

Qur resolution rmust be to be one of the |eading clubs in the South of

Engl and (and therefore the UK) and to achieve this, thoughtfully and

pur poseful Iy building whilst learning fromthe clubs who have rushed into
prof essionalismfor fear of being |eft behind.



There will be set backs, disappointnents and di fferences of opinion but
this should strengthen our resolve. our enphasis nust be on the inportant
i ssues and not on i muaterial nonsense. These resol utions can only be
achieved if we all contribute.

The major problemw th such a statenent is the actual neaning of such a
statenment and the practical application thereof. Everyone can do one or
nore of the follow ng non-definitive Iist:

Be wel com ng, say hello, support the team drink beer, buy a raffle
ticker, take a table at the Ball, buy a tie, be enthusiastic,

i ntroduce new nenbers, pass on good ideas, be creative, take your
enpty gl asses back to the bar, criticise constructively, talk to

| ocal / national contacts in business, introduce themto the
Commercial Director, introduce new players, serve on a comittee,
serve tea, sponsor a lunch, see if the club can use anything you
may be throw ng out, introduce a possible enployer for a suitable
pl ayer, be determ ned and be happy.

Qur advancenent can only be achi eved by your hel p. A Commercial Manager
and a Director of Rugby are not the answer to one's vision.

This season it is our aimto win the League, the Surrey Cup and to do
well in the Pilkington Cup agai nst supposedly stronger opposition. I|f
there is a setback our resolve nust be - just get on with it.

Finally if anyone can help in any of the follow ng areas pl ease contact
Pet er Cook or Hugh McHardy or any nmenber of the Comm ttee:

Heaters for the changing roons for Wnter.

Fabric for the inside of the clubhouse.

Interior design advice/action for 2. above.

Know edge of anyone who has a roomor flat to rent.
Possibilities of enploynent for any players (we currently have a
new pl ayer who is a Law Graduate 2.1 plus post graduate and

anot her who has a BSc in Sports Physiol ogy.

6. Sponsor or benefactor for |st team squad tracksuits, boots, etc.
7. Sponsor for the club.
8
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Conpani es to run a corporate |unch on match days.
. Fund rai sing ideas.
10. Introduction to |ocal/national conpani es/businesses.
11. Cub volunteers to "spy" on future opponents.
12. Cantorder owners willing to video ganes.

Thank you and wi shing us all a very happy and successful season.

Hugh McHar dy
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REMEMBERED W TH THANKS
R H Tl NDELL
Dick Tindell died in July aged 70. He had been a nenber of the Cub for

nearly fifty years, having joined in the late '40s after serving in the
RAF.



A wi ng-threequarter with considerable pace and of startling
unpredictability D ck played with great enthusiasm and good hunour
wher ever and whenever he was required.

In the Summer nonths he was an outstanding, very hard-hitting cricketer
with the then powerful East Ml esey C.C. for whom he scored nmany runs. He
took rmuch pl easure in recounting how on one occasion he hit a ball off
Australian Test Bow er Doug Ring clean out of the club's ground, over the
trees, across the Thanmes and onto Tagg's Isl and.

As a post-match entertainer Dick had few equals. As a Vintage car

ent husiast he built up a fine, immacul ately restore collection, often
arriving at the ground in a Bentl ey, Lagonda or Austin-Heal ey.

After his playing days were over he becanme a regul ar spectator at

Her sham hol di ng weekly court in the corner of the clubhouse bearing his
name. Hi s |oyal and generous support of the C ub was recognised by his
el ection as Vice President.

W will certainly miss him

W extend our deepest synpathy to his wife, Pat, his son, Adam and his
brot her, "Jack".

JSK.

**k k%

PUT THESE ' MUST BE THERE' DATES I N YOUR DI ARY NOW & BE SURE TO BE!!

14 Sep. FI RST ROUND OF THE 1997 PI LKI NGTON CUP (KO 3pm)

ESHER v RUI SLI P

followed by a Rock In" Roll live band at the C ubhouse 7.30
28 Sep. FI RST HOVE COURAGE LEAGUE GAME OF THE SEASON (KO 3pm

ESHER v BASI NGSTOKE
30 Nov. 24t h ANNUAL REUNI ON LUNCHEON - AT THE CLUBHOUSE (12.30pm

fol | oned by ESHER v METROPOLI TAN POLI CE (KO 2. 45pm)

*k k%

EXPENDABLES DI NNER, 1996

Under the approving eyes of their Founders and original Joint-Captains
over thirty past and present Expendabl es gathered for Di nner on the 10th
May at the Thames Sailing C ub, Surbiton

The guests were lan Brackenbury, the Cub President, and Steve Dunn from
Thanmes. Wne was taken for every reason that could be devised, a nunber
of speeches were made, all adm rably short, and the overall success of

t he eveni ng coul d best be judged by the unani nous decision to nake it an
annual event.

Ti m Bal e was agai n the organi ser and hopeful ly took nmuch pleasure from
t he obvi ous appreciation of his efforts.



Those present were:

Vi nce Chanpi on, Dour Clare, Jerry Dance, Chris Evans, Paul Stevens,
Trevor King, Alex Mellish, G aham Noble, Jam e Robi nson, Paul Robi go,
Mark Rowl and, Di ck Saunders, Bob Stratton, lan Stewart, Mke WIIians,
Time Bale, Peter Barber, Martin Bartley, Mck Brackenbury, |an
Brackenbury (guest), Robin Crawford, John Chanpion, Martin Danford, Steve
Dunn (guest), Phil Erhardt, John Fisher, Sean Lawson, Chris Newport,
Steve Knox, Sam Quick, Chris Reeve, John Sykes, Mark Sel don, John Tyzack,
Sinmon Whittall.

The 1997 dinner will be held on 9 May and any Expendables w shing to
receive details should contact Tim Bal e.

**k k%

* Expendabl es of the '60s will be saddened to hear of the death of
Gordon Wells, one time captain of Cardiff who won six Wl sh caps in
the '50s. He played a nunber of nenorable ganmes for the Expendabl es
in the centre and i medi ately endeared hinself to the teamafter his
first appearance. on arriving back in the changi ng room he picked up
a shoe, accusingly and said ''OK | ads, where is it then”

*k k%

* My apol ogises to Trevor King for inadvertently omtting his nane as
aut hor of the report on the Expendabl es Easter 96 tour to Dublin in
the | ast issue.

WOULD YOU REFEREE?

The club urgently needs referees to cover home ganmes in the current
season. |If you have stopped playing and would like to continue to be
involved in the ganes, refereeing is the answer. Progression to a

Ref erees Society could follow Coaching and instructional sessions are
avai | abl e.

Further details from Ri chard Saunders, menber of Esher and the London
Soci ety - tel ephone: 01932 346593

*k k%

ADDRESSES OF AWAY LEAGUE FI XTURES - Septenber to January

21 Sep. OLD M D-WH Td FTI ANS
Li me Meadow Avenue, Sanderstead, Surrey. (tel: 0181 657 2014)

5 Cct. HARL OW
Ram Gorse, Elizabeth Way, Harlow, Essex (tel: 01279 27950)

26 Cct. SUTTON & EPSOM
Cuddi ngton Court, Rugby Lane, West Drive, Cheam
(tel: 0181 642 0280)



16 Nov. SUDBURY
Moor sfi el d, Rugby Road, G eat Cornard, Sudbury, SuffolKk.
(tel: 01787 377547)

11 Jan. SOUTHEND
Warner's Bridge Park (Ind. Est), Sunpters Way, Southend, Essex
(tel: 01702 546682)
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PETER COOK' S CLUB CORNER

Ladi es! Ladies! Ladies! You will be delighted to learn that the O ub has
had the Ladies, toilets replaced with three new | arger | oos. The whol e
Ladi es has been redecorated and fully carpeted throughout. So cone and
join your nmen at the club, resting assured that your confort is very nuch
in the mnd of your other hal ves!

| am al so pl eased to announce that the C ub has just appointed Courage
Breweri es as our new beer and |iquor supplier. They are generously
revanpi ng the bar and cellar and of course we will have a new range of
products on sale. They are supporting the Club with various pronotions
during the next six nmonths. The first will be on the 14 Septenber when
Mller Lite Lager will be pronoting its product.

As a result of club nmenber Trevor King' s help we have acquired over 3100
sq feet of carpet tiles and these will be laid in the present sponsor's
room the entrance hall, the Ladies, |ounge / creche and the Ladies | oos.
Al these roons have al so been redecorated. Finally the kitchen has been
refurbi shed with new work surfaces as well as being redecorated.

For all our Muldy O dies and the younger nenbers as well there will be a
Start-of - Season "60s Rock In'" Roll" evening on 14 Septenber after the

Pi | ki ngton Cup gane with Ruislip. W have a |ive band comng to the Cub
so get into your bother boots, flower power outfits and cone and support
you Club. Tickets available fromKaren or Linda at £3.00 per person.



1996

Aug
Sep
Sep
Sep

Sep
Cct
Cct
Cct
Cct

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

1997

Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

Mar
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

31

14
21

28

12
19
26

16
23
30

14
21
22
28

4
11
18
25
1
8
15
22
1
8
15
22

29
5

12
19
26

1ST XV & CARDI NALS FI XTURES 1996/ 97

1ST XV CARDI NALS
London Irish A ... .. Rosslyn Park 111 H.o........
Wasps Wayfarers H ....... Wasps XV Ao,
Ruislip (pilk.Cup 1) H ....... Mar |l ow |1 Ho.o.o... ...
O M D WH TA FTI ANS

(League) A
BASI NGSTOKE (League) H ....... Basi ngst oke 11 AL
HARLOW ( League) A L. H gh Wconbe 11 Ho.o ... ...
- - . Gosport & Fareham o
W MBLEDON ( League) H ....... W nbl edon 11 AL
SUTTON & EPSOM -

(League) ) Sutton & Epsom || Ho........
Saracens || A ... Saracens |11 o
STAI NES (League) H ....... Staines |1 AL
SUDBURY ( League) A ... London Wel sh Develop H........
- Chobham Ao oL
Metropolitan Police H ....... Metropolitan PolicellA........
A d W nbl edoni ans H ....... Od Wnbledonians Il A........
Mai denhead - Mai denhead 11| H.o........
- Petersfield o
(Surrey Cup-3rd round) -

- - . Mert on o
NORW CH ( League) H ....... London Irish XV AL
SOUTHEND ( League) A ... .. Newbury 11 H.o........
a d Bl ues - Law Soci ety H.o........
Wl sh Guards H ....... Rossl yn Park XV AL
- - Lensbury H.o........
RUl SLI P (League) H ....... Ruislip Il Ao
THURROCK ( League) H

Sher bor ne H ....... Sher borne |1 Ho........
W ndsor A

Ri chnond |1 H ....... Ri chnond Devel oprment A ........
QU LDFORD & G M NG A ... Quildford & Gmng IITH........

(League)

- ad Blues I1I A

OLD COLFEI ANS (League)H ....... A d Colfeians |1 Ao
- Far nbor ough A ..o
Eal i ng H ....... Ealing |1 AL

| ST XV RECORD : Pl ayed; Wn; Drawn; Lost; Pts for; Pts agst
CARDI NALS RECORD : Pl ayed; Wn; Drawn; Lost; Pts for; Pts agst
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THE PILL - CONTRI BUTI ONS, LETTERS TO THE EDI TOR, BRI CKBATS, BOUQUETS

If you have sonmething to contribute to the January |Issue the Editor would
be delighted to hear fromyou (by 31 Decenber please).

J S KNOX, W STMANS, OCKHAM ROAD NCORTH, EAST HORSLEY, SURREY XT24 6PU
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(tel

or fax:

01483 281181)
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