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Your Editor comments .

This is a new venture for Esher R F.C. The pill (you may not renenber, but nost
of us once upon a tinme used to call the ball the pill, so don't think we are in the
birth control business!) is specifically designed to give you - faithful Menber - al
the news and views that are associated with our great Club. You may criticise this
first issue,, but as with all things they have to have a begi nning. Too many of us have
criticised the Cub, your Editor included. | hope The Pill will bring a closer unity to
all Menbers. Some issues may give you a good belly | augh, others may make you say ' Wat
a |load of cock'. The policy of The Pill is to be informative, provocative and hunorous.
Al inall I hope you like this very f4rst issue of an Esher R F.C. newsletter. Your
comrents and contributions will be nore than wel cone.

Your Captain, John Clouston, reports on | ast Season and the forthcom ng

There were many anusing incidents | ast Season, both on and off the field. John
Phillips was seen to be hobbling painfully after one weekend, and when enquiries were

made as to how the injury occurred it was found that a certain table on which he was
standing could not take the strain. By the way, this table happened to be in a pub

As a result of Derek Trethewey's antics on the field at kick-offs and |ineouts.
sone bright spark has bought him some goal posts so that he can practice his heading.
The joker explains that this is the official nethod used by the Fijians.

In addition to this. a prop, who shall remain nanel ess, and who often suffers
from backache after games, has bought Geoff Tons sonme new boots with 9" soles on

If the rumour is true that some | st XV nmenbers have bought nme a pot of glue for
next Season so that | can pick the ball up easier, 1 amafraid I'll have to drop the
ot of them! Mnd you | would think twi ce before dropping Rob Brooks and Peter Barber
because they now share a pair of weighted boxing gl oves.

The new Cardinal's Captain, TimBale, is regarded as being the 'fruitiest' player
of themall. Never a week passes without the proverbial strip being perforned and
usually well at that. In fact a certain discotheque in Halifax came to a sudden halt to
witness one of the acts and it is rumoured that Timcame away with a 'prize'. The top
coupl e of sides seemwell endowed with artists, what with Mke Farr and his repertoire
of songs, and Reg Pearce on a drunken evening joining in with the swing of things and
speaking with a slightly slurred voice. Reg is teetotal!

The Abbots. too, seemto have had a great tine socially, if Peter Haines, the
Captain, is anyone to go by. Many is the tine that Peter is still in the O ubhouse with
sone of his cronies, notably the St. George's Wybridge contingent of Chris Marsh, John
Boddenham etc. It is hoped that many of the prom sing players fromlast year's Colts
and Priors will make names for thensel ves on the field. but also in the bar under the
expert gui dance of Peter Haines.



The Priors

"TITS HAS RETIRED"' - so read the headline in last nonth's Rugby Wrld, as the
rugby fraternity throughout the Country sat back shocked at this news,

Andrew Titheridge, to give his polite nane, has retired as Captain of the Priors
having bravely taken A lie Haines' place hal fway through | ast Season. The respect shown
by his players is reflected in the great inprovement of the teamin the second hal f of
the Season. A great performance by Tits who assures everyone that this Season he is
aimng for top honours, and will, he estimates make the Extra "A" by Chri stnas.

Chris Longleather's 'A nust hold the unique record of having lost practically
every gane before Christmas and not being beaten thereafter. Al the players persevered
through the hard tinmes and, in fact, enjoyed thenselves into the bargain. Let's win a
few nore next Season. Chris,

The "B's" continue to thrive with Mel Brown's squad consisting of about thirty
i ron-tough exponents of the game, followed by St. J. Lucas-Lucas whose team plays as
successfully on the field as serves behind the bar, A record was set earlier when at
| east two of the "B's" were seen at training on the sanme day!'.

The Colts continue their success under the | eadership of Leon Collins. Mst of
| ast year's teamare either at University College or too old for next year's Colts, so
Leon has a difficult task this year

The Expendabl es as successful as ever, continue to advertise the name of Esher
t hroughout the Country by their amazing results. It is wonderful to hear people talking
of this teamwhen playing in Northunberland or Cornwal . John Phillips continues as
Captain for the 4th year. Perhaps this is his |ast?? W hope!

The Social Commttee have been hard at work during the Sumrer and announce that
the Annual Captains Cocktail Party will be held on August 29th. You might renenber that
| ast year the Captain was rather under the weather (or table!) and if you wish to come
with wife, girl-friend, or just self, please contact ne at -

38. WLDCROFT MANOR, PUTNEY HEATH, LONDONS S. W 15.
Tel. No: 01 - 788 8981

Demand is always very great for this event, so think about it quickly. Further advices
will foll ow soon.

As nmentioned previously, this Newsletter will be printed every so often for every-
one's interest and anusenent and if you have anything you wi sh said, give the
information to your Captain or, if a non-player, to soneone on the Cormittee. This wll
then be passed on to the Editor of The Pill

TRAI NI NG STARTS FOR THE | ST. SQUAD ON JULY 20th., AND OTHERS ON AUGUST 19th. We
are going to have a marvel | ous Season, and we ARE going to be fit.

The best of luck to every Menber.
JOHN CLOUSTON
I st XV Capt ai n.

DRI NK-IN - JULY 21st.

To get the Season off to a cheery start, there will be an informal beer tasting at
the BULL'S HEAD,, West O andon (on the A247 - turn left off the A3 after Ripley. comng
from Esher). John Brown (ex-Surrey London Irish, Esher Expendabl es and all pubs
West of Southend) is 'mine host'. Al menbers and non-playi ng menbers with their wives,
girl friends. mstresses. together with prospective Menbers, will be wel cone.

Renmenber the date WEDNESDAY, JULY 21st. 8 p.m 'till throwing up ting'
Food wi || be avail abl e.




DEPARTURES AND NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS OVERSEAS

It is with regret that the Aub says farewell to three stalwart players, nanely
Bi Il Downey, John Fisher, Bob Wlie and Tony Bacchus.

Bill Downey |eaves for Hong Kong in July, where he will be working for Jardine
Mat hi eson - he will be 'our man' in Hong Kong. W hope to hear fromBill
frequently.

John is nmoving to Plynouth and hopes to play agai nst Esher when we travel down
there later in the Season. Thanks to himfor his help | ast season as Captain of the
Cardi nal s and. although the teamwas not very successful, a great spirit existed
due to John.

Bob is moving to the Mdl ands and al so hopes to play agai nst Esher, for Nuneaton,
that unconprom sing teamwe did very well to beat |ast season. The best of luck to
Bob who was Captain of Esher the season before last. Let us hope that he regains his
County pl ace next year.

Tony, newy married, has gone farther afield to Nairobi in East Africa.
He has already nmet Pat Or, the ex-Harlequin hooker, David Al lanson, the ex-Rosslyn
Park England trialist, and one or two other ex-notables. Tony will be returning to
this country in a couple of years when he will be-nmbst wel cone back at the d ub.

Peter Cranfield is nowliving in Beirut and is due to visit England in August -
we hope to publish news fromhimin the next issue of The Pill.

Johnny Goddard spent three nonths in England | ast winter and cane to see us
all at Hersham- it was marvellous to see himagain; he has now returned to
Mel bour ne.

Bernard Branfield, |ast season's stalwart Social Secretary, is now nmarried and
living in New Zeal and where. no doubt. he is enjoying the British Lions' trenendous
success. W hope to hear fromhimand his news will be passed on to you.

Your Social Secretary reports .

MJSI C ON THE BOUNTY

It is hoped that nearly 200 d ub Menbers and guests will be heard floating down
the Thanes in | ate August or early Septenber on a Riverboat Shuffle. It is even
anticipated that nmost will return.

Tickets will be available shortly P.OS. H only (Port Qut Starboard Home) or is
it SP.L.OS H (interpretations invited).

1 amsure you will all want to support this existing venture which will include
di scot heque nusi ¢, dancing, food and drink; fishing will be frowned upon, sw mm ng
f or bi dden.

O her events on the Social Calendar for 1971-72 are likely to include an Annual
Di nner which will take place in London. This will be the revival of the old "annual"
di nner which was |ast held over 20 years ago, was it really 1949?

Most clubs hold an annual dinner, so how about hel ping to revive an ol d Esher
tradition in Cctober 19717

The occasion will be a formal function in one of London's smart Hot el s.
Vel lington boots and raincoats will NOT be worn! George Wal ker has prom sed NOT to
t hr ow beer!



4.
Social Dates for your diary - Season 1971 - 72
1. CAPTAI NS COCKTAI L PARTY - SUNDAY, 29th AUGUST

2. Rl VER BOAT SHUFFLE 5 Sept enber - DATE TO BE DECI DED
END OF AUGUST BEG NNI NG SEPTEMBER

3. ANNUAL DI NNER - FRI DAY, 29t h OCTOBER
4. NOVEMBER HOP - SATURDAY, 20t h NOVEMBER
5. CHRI STMAS DRAW AND DANCE - SATURDAY, 18th DECEMBER
6. M D- SEASON DANCE - FRI DAY, 4th FEBRUARY, 1972

ST. GEORCE' S HI LL, WEYBRI DGE

7. MARCH HOP - SATURDAY, |lth MARCH, 1972

* * * *x % %

OUR FUTURE

The dub's future depends so nmuch on getting hold of good playing nmenbers to
hel p us get those wins we badly need, so PLEASE PLEASE, if you know of anyone
who might like to join Esher, let Tony Till - the Club Secretary - know all;
his address is 25 Mtspur Park, New Mal den. Tel ephone: 942 1380.

Non- pl ayi ng nenbers as well are urgently needed ... Fathers, Mt hers.
Brothers, in fact anyone who you feel would enjoy com ng down to Hersham - our
facilities
now are second to none, so use your influence!

A final word fromyour Editor

As you now know, The Pill is a newidea, Let's hope it continues to publish
regularly - its future depends on we Menbers.

AS | have already said at the beginning, if you have any news, views,
comrents, births. marriages, etc., to report, please let me know. The nore you | et
me have, the nore informative and entertaining The Pill wll be.



